Attention delays perceived stimulus offset.
Yeshurun and Levy (2003) [Transient spatial attention degrades temporal resolution. Psychological Science, 14, 225 -231.] have suggested that visual attention enhances the activation of the parvocellular system and thus delays the perceived offset of a stimulus. We tested this assumption in a spatial cueing paradigm in which participants responded to stimulus offset. Consistent with this assumption, offset reaction time (RT) was prolonged for attended compared to unattended stimuli. For onset RT, however, we confirmed the well-known spatial cueing effect that attention speeds up the detection of stimulus onset. The results provide direct evidence for the proposal made by Yeshurun and Levy.